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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER PRAISES PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN POLICY 
STATEMENT 

REE: OSLO A-51, 6/3/77 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. DURING STORTING FOREIGN POLICY DEBATE 
JUNE 6, FOREIGN MINISTER ERYDENLUND LED A WIDE RANGE OF PARLIA- 
MENTARIANS, BOTH LABOR AND NON-SOCIALIST, IN PRAISING RECENT 
TRENDS IN U.S. FOREIGN POLICY. MOST SPEAKERS CITED IN PARTICULAR 
POSITIVE U.S. INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, DISAR- 
MAMENT AND SOUTH AFRICA. END SUMMARY. 

2. EOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN OFTEDAL (LABOR) IN HIS 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS IN STORTING EOREIGN POLICY DEBATE JUNE 6, 

CALLED PRESIDENT CARTER'S APPROACH TO SOUTHERN AFRICA A 
"POSITIVE STROKE" SHOWING THE PRESIDENT IS ALERT TO 

THE DANGERS OF THE U.S. PERMITTING ITSELF TO BE IDENTIFIED 
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WITH REACTIONARY AND RACIST REGIMES SUCH THAT A NATIONAL 
OR SOCIAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT ASSUMES A MORE OR LESS ANTI- 
AMERICAN CHARACTER." ON HUMAN RIGHTS, HE SAID CARTER'S 
VIEWS ARE "RIGHT MORALLY" AND "REALISTIC POLITICALLY," 

INDICATING THAT "IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE WHOLE WORLD THAT 
THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT AND HIS ADMINISTRATION FIND THE 
RIGHT BALANCE BETWEEN DISSIMILAR AND PARTICALLY CONFLICTING 
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POSITIONS WHICH MUST BE TAKEN, EOR EXAMPLE, BETWEEN 
EURTHERING HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROMOTING DETENTE, DISARMAMENT 
AND CONEIDENCE AMONG NATIONS." 

3. THE EOREIGN MINISTER INTERVENED LATER IN THE DEBATE, 
DEVOTING AN IMPORTANT SEGMENT OF HIS SPEECH TO THE 
PRESIDENT'S RECENT EOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT, SAYING: 

"ON MAY 22 PRESIDENT CARTER DELIVERED AN ADDRESS OUTLINING 
SOME CENTRAL EUNDAMENTAL TENETS OE AMERICAN EOREIGN POLICY. 
ON NORWAY'S PART THERE IS REASON BOTH TO PAY ATTENTION TO 
THE VIEWS WHICH WERE PRESENTED HERE AND TO GIVE THEM OUR 
SUPPORT. THIS REEERS TO THE EMPHASIS IN THE ADDRESS ON THE 
ROLE OE HUMAN RIGHTS IN AMERICAN EOREIGN POLICY, THE STRESS 
LAID ON THE IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATION AMONG THE WESTERN 
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACIES TO MAKE A STRONGER CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE SOLUTION OE THE COMMON PROBLEMS OF MANKIND, THE IM- 
PORTANCE OE CONTINUING THE SALT NEGOTIATIONS AND PROMOTING 
A POLICY OE DETENTE WITH THE SOVIET UNION WHICH IS BOTH 
COMPREHENSIVE AND RECIPROCAL IN OBLIGATIONS AND BENEFITS, 

THE STRONG EMPHASIS ON THE NEED TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS IN THE THIRD WORLD, AND NOT LEAST THE 
PRIORITY WHICH THE PRESIDENT WILL ACCORD DISARMAMENT AND 
NON-PROLIFERATION PROBLEMS. 

"FOR THE GENERATIONS WHO HAVE GROWN UP UNDER THE IMPRESSIONS 
OE THE VIETNAM WAR IT IS IMPORTANT TO HEAR AN AMERICAN 
PRESIDENT DISASSOCIATING HIMSELE EROM THE KIND OE COMMUNIST 
LEAR WHICH LED TO THE EMBRACING OE DICTATORSHIPS WHICH 
SHARED THAT LEAR. EOR NORWEGIAN EOREIGN POLICY WITH ITS 
TRADITIONAL STRESS ON THE SITUATION EOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 
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WORLD IT IS ALSO HEARTENING THAT OUR PRINCIPAL ALLY IN NATO 
LOOKS UPON THE WORK EOR HUMAN RIGHTS AS AN ESSENTIAL INTER- 
NATIONAL TASK. IT HAS BEEN OUR VIEW THAT A SUPPORT EOR 
AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES IN THEIR EIGHT AGAINST MOVEMENTS WHO 
HAVE STRUGGLED EOR NATIONAL LIBERATION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
HAS NOT CONTRIBUTED TO PROMOTE THE INTERESTS OE THE WEST, 

BUT RATHER TO UNDERMINE THOSE INTERSTS. 

"PRESIDNET CARTER'S STRONG EMPHASIS ON THE RELATIONS WITH 
THE THIRD WORLD IS OE DIRECT IMPORTANCE TO US IN THAT IT IS 
IN LINE WITH A MAJOR ELEMENT OF NORWEGIAN EOREIGN POLICY. 

WE HAVE NEVER REGARDED OUR SUPPORT FOR WESTERN COOPERATION. 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S CLEAR STATEMENT WILL MAKE IT EASIER EOR 
NORWAY IN THE EUTURE TO COMBINE WESTERN COOPERATION WITH 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE COUNTRIES IN THE THIRD WORLD. WE 
CONSTANTLY RECEIVE EVIDENCE FROM THE COUNTRIES IN THE 
THIRD WORLD THAT THEY EOOK UPON NORWAY AS AN IMPORTANT 
SUPPORTING PLAYER, POLITICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY. ONE 
SUCH SIGN IS THE INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER NORDLI TO 
DELIVER THE MAIN SPEECH AT THE WORLD CONEERENCE AGAINST 
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APARTHEID IN LAGOS IN AUGUST THIS YEAR.” 

4. THE ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS FUNDAMENTALLY POSITIVE 
TONE CAME NOT UNEXPECTEDLY FROM LEFTIST AND SOCIALIST 
PARTY LEADER FINN GUSTAVSEN WHO WAS MAKING HIS FINAL 
SPEECH AS A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND WHO USED THE 
OCCASION AS HE HAS SOM MANY TIMES IN THE PAST TO CASTIGATE 
THE U.S. YET EVEN THIS BITTER CRITIC ACKNOWLEDGES 
THAT RECENT U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIONS WERE NOTEWORTHY. 

ANDERS 
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